


Re-indigenizing the commons

John Milton drew the “line in the sand” in his
epic poem Paradise Lost . Writing in the same
time as John Locke he narrated the struggle
between Good and Evil. Good was the
hierarchy of mysticism and wealth. Evil was
the state of nature, rebellious and unchained
by the rule of eternal Law.

Thomas Hobbs extols the “state of nature” as
“solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short “



Re-indigenizing the commons

Locke dismissed indigenous life as inferior. He
saw that indigenous people were vulnerable to the
power manifested in technology, militarism,
slavery and capitalism. He accounted for this in
their unwillingness to treat the earth and its
resources as commodities. Locke dismissed the
possibility that indigenous people might “own”
property because they had not risen to a level of
civilization where they could understand the true
nature of wealth and ownership.



The utopian vision was that the most powerful
would work together in a kind of contractual
diplomacy so that all men who were willing to
labour, lead moral lives and submit to the rule of
law would prosper. Locke became the principle
colonial theorist emulated by great thinkers like
Emanuel Kant who once wrote:

“It is...never made clear how the biologically
inferior endowments of non- whites could be
consistent with this destiny.”
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Remedies for Eco-Human
Failure

Concepts:

Indigenous cultures are attainable
through learning and practice.

While resisting colonial
development avoid becoming
__only cultures of resistance.

Institute and practice custc

laws at the local ecosystem level
and meaningful negotiations
within macro systems.

Institute and evolve customary
laws within existing constitutional
and statute law.




Remedies for Eco-Human
Failure

Human activity that alters the land to accommodate social, cultural, spiritual and
economic interests is known as development. All communities engage in some form or
level of development in order to secure advantages that sustain and enrich the
community and its individuals. Altering the land requires conscious and moral decisions
that recognise in practice responsibility for the spirit of the land and the future
generations who will also be dependent on it.
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A human can not ';eally possess the land for When hIS tlme passes the land remains.
Algonquin people must respect that the life of the land is mdependent of human
existence and that creation has its own purpose beyond sustaining human life.
Algonquin people should regard the land as a living creature and should interfere as little

as possible with its expressions.



Remedies for Eco-Human
Failure

Taking only what is needed

A human can only take so much until he is full; taking more will ensure that his children
starve. When using the land and its resources Algonquins need to be aware of the

purpose of their use and consider how their use will affect the wider environment.
Extravagant pxnlmm’rmn that is driven hv self interest or to increase one’s rpnu’rnhnn
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should be av0|ded. An Algonquin community should measure the consequences of
development with its long term dependency on the land. When the land is disturbed for
~ development a plan of remediation and protection of natural processes needs to be

. developed and |mplemented asa condltlon of the completion of the project.

L|sten|ng to the Elders

It is easy to listen to an Elder when he or she tells you what you want to hear, but much
harder when they tell you what you need to know. Elders are the keepers of our
knowledge and -have a more complete understanding of the world than others who are

younger. Elders who have worked on the land and depended upon it for their life and
livelihoods have developed a deep appreciation and respect for the living world. The
creator has given Elders the capacity for wisdom. These men and women are the most
experienced scientists, counsellors, and warriors. The community should listen carefully
and actively to the Elders in regard to the development of land.
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Knowing the land

One can assume anything in idle talk, but a warrior and provider must have knowledge
and they must seek an understanding of what they do not know. A warrior and provider

must often respond to the unknown so learning is the key to overcoming ignorance. Itis
essential to success to understand in both fact and concept how the world works. Before
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affecting change in the land for development, the land and its many relationships and
processes should be understood and known. As well, the affects of any phase of
~ development should be evaluated and understood.

The people are of the earth in form and the most dependent of all creatures; our spirits
are connected in a great journey. Each creature within creation has a purpose. When we
develop the land it is imperative that each person have a role and take responsibility for
the consequences of our actions. Every member of the community should be included

in the benefits that come from development through participation in the processes of
evaluation, creativity, preparation, construction, leadership and decision making.
Through the process of development the community as a whole should be developed for
the better.
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Protecting the people and the sacred relationship to the land

The role of the warrior is to keep the peace and protect the people. As long as there are
peoples who would subvert the sacred relationship between the land and the Algonquin
people there will be warriors. Algonquin warriors must act with respect for peaceful
accommodation while ensuring the rights and wellbeing of the Algonquin people are not
diminished or violated. A warrior understands the consequences of violent action and
seeks non-violent means of achieving success. Expressions of control, racism or
paternalism will be regarded as violence against the Algonquin people and will not be

~ left unanswered.
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Making relations ‘
The beauty of this world is expressed in its many colours and forms and in the complexity

of its meanings and spirits. There are many human beings beyond the Algonquin
community who share recognition of the abiding responsibility we have to our homeland

and the greater world. We need to respect these people as brothers and sisters and
work with them in mutually supportive ways. We need to listen to good advice when it is
given in a respectful way as though it is given by a brother or sister.
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Concepts:

work with the local environment
to create indigenous culture.

Create narratives, songs and

stories that celebrate and

reinforce justice, responsibility
_and health.

healthy, mtelllgent and
respectful of Elders. Teach them
that learning is a life long

vocation and a gift from the
creator. Teach your children to
take care of themselves and the
land.
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Concepts:

change yourself

No matter how old you are, open
your mind to the possibilities of
renewal.

Be willing to fight and sacrifice
everything you presently have to

Recognize that the only
fundamental right for each
person born on this planet is the
right to live in harmony with the

earth. That this right is also the
fundamental human
responsibility.



